Unto his Grace, His £M jeſties bigh Commiſſioner ,and the Honourable Eſtates of Parliament 


Tie PETITION & 


John Spotſwoed Grand-cbild to Sir Robert Spotſwood of Newabbay, ſometime Pref6 
dent of the Colledge of Fuſtice, and thereafter Secretary of State to King Charles the firſt, 


Humbly ſheweth, 
Hat where my ſaid Grandefather having lawfully acquired in the year 1524 the Barony of Newabbey, and continued 

inthe Poſleſſion thereof till the year 1634 3 It pleaſed King Charles the fi:ſt at thattime to enter into an Agreement 

with my ſaid Grand-father for the forcſaid Barony, whereby for the price promiſed of 3oco lib. fer, my Grand-fa- 

ther was obliged to reſign, and defaGo refigned the foreſaid Barony to be provided to the Biſhop of Edinburgh, then 

newly Ecected, and his Succeflors, and accordingly the Biſhop of Edinburgh poſſeſſed the ſaid Barony to the year 1638, that 
the Biſhops wete turn'd out, and then the Committee of Eſtates continued to polleſs till the year 2641; At which time King 
Charles the firlt acknowledging, that his part of the foreſaid Agreement for payment of the three thouſand pounds Fer, was 
never performed, and that Sir Rebert had never received payment nor ſatisfaRtion of the price of the Lancs reſigned, did there- 
fore by a new Signature repone Sir Robert to his Lands of Newabbey, re-diſponing the ſame to him in ample form, and the writs 
were mutually interchanged, Sir Robert giving back and delivering up the foreſaid Agreement for the 3000 lib, iter. and get» 
ing back with the ſaid Signature his antient Rights of the Lands, which are to this day inthe hands and cuſtody of your Peti- 
rioner g But the Troubles enſuing, wherein it is well known how deeply the ſaid Sir Robert my (zrand-father was involved, 
the matter }ay over until the year 1660 that Mr. Alexander Sporſmood my Father, and Son to the ſaid Sir Robert my Grand- 
father, procured anew Signatur from King Charles the 2d. narrating the grounds above-deduced, and re-diſponing to him 
the Lands a? 2ovo; by vertue whereof, he allo poſleſled them, both for Bygones reſting by the Tennents, until the year 
I 662. that the Biſhops were reſtored, with an expreſs Declaration, in the At of Parliament rade for that effeQt, that they 
ſhould have their Claim,Right,and Poſſeſſion to whatſoever was poſleſled by them, or was due to their Predeceſſors inthe year 
1637 any At,Deed,orGift interveening,notwithſtanding, and to this Clauſe of theAct ofgeſtitution,my Father Mr Alexander 
did quietly acquieſce upon Promiſe made to him by His Majeſtie, that he ſhould get either payment of the foreſaid 3000 
Pound ſterling of Price, or Lands equivalent, And ſo the Biſhop of Edinburgh did again re=enter tothe Poſlesfion z but 
neither was the ſaid Sum of 3ooo {:b, Sterling payed, nor any part of far greater Sums that were due by King Charles the 
157, to my Grandefather - And therefore my Father Mr, Alexander was at length reſolved to have proſecute his Right, and 
reclaimed the foreſaid Barony, as truly pertaining to him, and that could not in Juſtice be detained from him, unleſs the 


foreſaid 3000 lib. ſterling of Price had been payed conform to Agreement : but Mr Al-w:«der haing prevented by death and 
leaving me his Suu au Iufaur,bls moſt zult Claim 15 fallen and belongs to me 3 As to which both the Loſs thatl have ſuffered, 


and the undoubted Right that I have, cannet but be obvious to all the Members of this High and Honourable Court of 
Parliament : And feing that Jam ready and inſtantly willing to inſtruct my Grand. fathers Original Right in the year 1624 
together with the ſaid Agreement and Signatur ofR:ſtitution granted to him in the year 1641. with the foreſaid other Sig- 
natur renewed to my Father, in the year 1660» And that nothing ſtands in the way,ſave the foreſaid AR of Parliament, 1662. 
which could never bave paſt tomy Fathers prejudice, ifhe had made the leaſt Oppoſition, and had not reſted on His Maje(- 
ties Sacred Promiſe, that either be ſhould have the Price payed, orget an<quivalent : and laſtly, ſeing, by the late hap- 


py Revolution, the Biſhops Lands and Eſtates, and among them, the foreſaids Lands of Newabbey are returned to His Majeſ- 
ties hands, and are at His free Gift and Diſpoſal, 


May it therefore pleaſe your Grace and Lordſhips, in Conſideration of the Premiſles, which I am in- 
ſtantly ready to inftru, and oftheundenyable Juſtice thereof, to declare that the foreſaid Clauſe in the 
AC of Parliament, 1662. Reſtoring Biſhops,could not have prejudged my Father, either of his ancient 
Rightor of his new Signatures, whereby he was reſtored to his Father Sir Rolert's Right to Newabbayz And that 
therefore the Price not being payed, the foreſaids Lands and Barony do till pertain tome, as comingin the 
Place of my Grand-father, and for the better expeding and re-eſtabliſhing of my ſaid Right, to recommend 
me effcQually to His Majeſtie, and the Commiſſioners of the Theaſurie and Exchequer, for patſing a new 


Signatur of the ſaids Lands in my Favours, and for reponing me to the preſent Poſlesfion of the ſaids Lands 
and barony, conform to my foreſaid undoubted Right : acccording to Juſtice, 


And your Grace and Lordſhips Petitioner ſhall ever pray. 
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